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Black Women’s Organizations File U.S. Supreme Court Brief in Support of
Abortion Rights in Texas

On January 5, 2016 twelve Black women’s Reproductive Justice organizations, led by In Our Own
Voice: National Black Women’s Reproductive Justice Agenda, filed an amicus brief in the U.S. Supreme
Court case Whole Woman’s Health, et al., v. John Hellerstedt, Commissioner of the Texas Department
of State Health Services, et al., highlighting the devastating impact of the clinic closures on Black

women in Texas.

Our press release was published in Michigan Chronicle and Marcela Howell, Founder and Executive
Director of In Our Own Voice, was interviewed for the Maggie Linton Show, SiriusXM Urban radio and

Vocative.com

A fact sheet is available here, laying out the potential impact of the Whole Women's Health v Hellerstedt
case for Black women in Texas and across the country.
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In Our Own Voice on Celebrating the 43rd Anniversary of Roe v. Wade

In a statement from Marcela commemorating the 43rd anniversary of the Roe decision that legalized
abortion, she acknowledges that the fight for equal access to abortion continues. Poor women, young
women and women of color continue to run into barriers and restrictions that prevent them from availing
themselves to the full gamut of reproductive services. In 2016 Black women are heeding and leading
the charge to make equal access to abortion services available to all women.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYvYFmXStJKpJcXvuSpdY4JtEY3rY7nWmsal5xifHzHuJzJOShxmznwhGDipph7ffFgdOF9pfm7Pd2Crajnwk93k3p1epnkRbqg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYhyqCNSq0bD0sTl7IUp8TpYqil3k3yugHJwSBeQTs9ZXuF0VnMH_YE8hZbqebJk1o56rsceJ__hGGsj6rciiqYk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63Y3T0t0nxmir2b40taN_gAgcA8ZsNy4abpCOvJHgcD3iRYioiSRRTXEilZ0dL5ie8KNvWNJWKCjiLtCD-jddhmAUJqS9NsxoFcpuqdwZyXt3eksXpAtx2a0hbfYlgarBenv8B5HdLIj9XWBNnGtCXiqCwcIU2hZp6rucVN3RV9RhRaPpCt3W6LMDK-gOG9iQtkwLaCkLRciXfvDESyQ7oJA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYvYFmXStJKpJcXvuSpdY4JtEY3rY7nWmsal5xifHzHuJzJOShxmznwhGDipph7ffFgdOF9pfm7Pd2Crajnwk93k3p1epnkRbqg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYncPDiVODe5wXQIkPM93GdRnZwlVmOjR9pc2TexXnLIWSI22w740tDcpsuH30U1ARDzK2Czs0hVl51sjZtDBW2sw3Gue5c59V-EI_xmVTtjNgZWhLS9CKNblG1LuGCfP02H5KKxDv5bw4BglU990blY-dzf6iEWkzTbPTgF52mq52OrAXEW8VXc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63J9t63ieecxZWKzbnHU3r_-F7ZFR0xJT9flqG50szyT490CIf-4PI1YnVYQx2dReCKSwoeakL1ooEBwOSotYfJf9DwagqVckKaLHOFFOrjbY7aoxch7YFaXo3v1tYWg6CdWINKV3n-abMegXeYtPcUPDwDUCP7DN7qdSqbKG6GQj0jwO5anj_RktxgXcGKzNcmJWEywREaGNrXIf4PYslBkpgGX2BBhitRlrKa4ovx8IIu6qVBV3CV4KKdegxOdgnbKsAPaawO78=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63LNTOi66brHTAtaaDpXQdGFEu5Trc1yN1FNx7IeOwzuVm1P1BOTjZaB9H6v2a4FToR-BJA5c2LODrZz6wWDUvssNMLhZ3qBEEagLYhE0S36K8dPCRQP01fw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63Tddl4Z9xSFhO8-IZjAJYh3CmSKPB7Cxabfx_qGVNqbE1Io4GHE9nvnRVHaxEOuKrfkHtLM8l_nf6uQb2B4OPEO1e0BIaL9ynNx002aw728ryZQG1ls_QBI5jrVEEVHtK&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO631Yy3F9-06v3N961lfamqr9RO803Ag6KuTR0smqhQ15FTA_MiiTektjhOS6DGsD1Jzsdsr3v4ck2OkFT3ofmH9sAsdUERIo_4-Uhms0TE5ZrtjPHrLOMC1RjB25XomKx1igJg3p7ovxv50u7X8_6A48qMGzPwoCKZWd2RiRwq33HP6Voh4mtOxkts5IJpb7Su&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63CqtGTt5ZFmi-Hf2BNPq5Ikw-2s7dOyeE_EgaO-CrYsk_j0XT5EdGWd8Sr2FTjP4Gk3uR4f1ZWf7aeP585nI1at0Nb3dboTNXJ4EAK2gkerZMajeQ3nOgEot-iVEHGCDuxtG_DreYYXEGSsXYicKqqIsFBIf7JEpmdeNJfgrYapz8LULSWwOHqw==&c=&ch=

Click here to view the full article.

The statement has appeared in the Richmond Free Press, For Harriet and Mic.com. Marcela also

provided commentary for the MOJO show on 900am WURD in Pennsylvania.

Organizational Partner Updates

Black Women's Health Imperative BLACK
WOMEN 'S
Linda Goler Blount, President & CEO at the Black HEALTH
Women's Health Imperative hosted a Roe v Wade IMPERATIVE

radio special on 89.3 FM in Washington DC to
mark the 43rd anniversary of the landmark
Supreme Court decision. Guests were Merle
Hoffman, founder and CEO of Choices Women's
Medical Center in New York, abortion rights
activist Sunsara Taylor and Dorothy Roberts,
acclaimed scholar of race, gender and the law at
the University of Pennsylvania.

Black Women for Wellness

SisterSong, Trust Black Women edition, In Our

BLACK WOMEN
WELLNESS

Own Voice: National Black Women’s
Reproductive Justice Agenda, California Black
Women'’s Health Project, Forward Together and a

cadre of Black Reproductive Justice advocates
joined Black Women for Wellness to organize the
first statewide meeting of Black Reproductive
Justice advocates from across CA to begin
conversations on the reproductive health status of
women & girls in California.

Upcoming Events

In Our Own Voice will be joining with other
activists to Protect Abortion Access during the



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63CqtGTt5ZFmi-Hf2BNPq5Ikw-2s7dOyeE_EgaO-CrYsk_j0XT5EdGWd8Sr2FTjP4Gk3uR4f1ZWf7aeP585nI1at0Nb3dboTNXJ4EAK2gkerZMajeQ3nOgEot-iVEHGCDuxtG_DreYYXEGSsXYicKqqIsFBIf7JEpmdeNJfgrYapz8LULSWwOHqw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63zbCOiKU1-4quxvJcTwivUKH3XHz6d2EyWppy0VNm7qRdM0e9LY9UbqTDGvjT5wxvbTQU9kO30VekKvqtvbMr5tgVb4RXXkC00KYss9gkyUenIAn71J8lp_TtorX0uA9SQjdqTA4ns-hrPlpNLGe7CrBTZj18g6XDr-vUAvjJNRrsWE4i1JCceg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63AIuWDGL_PXhEyv6cb6x9axwSpPNAV4XEgxbVffSXlWdy9zI1XODge7h9QlSLcTXW3jqYC7jBotcAbYbBHiFDVfP-ZwCE3vxHxAThpyJIV18t8A9ZHiPMZowflPuDslW4Vj7Udy6bA1eLxDMD3Bxe_3zi6_MsAMDwwzYyyTJWcaWGEaZMHBrU3Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO63PvWrVD40F6gF-drRfaA0XNE-IBCHVNta34WCXC75x-OSiLUQWWDuMbMo5kcTneAuZ_QYjtppgsT37SuMIkNqP6HcDvTcPhHWLhL_tnerAwMe1_sqcVEkYn7ZAgkSw4sH7VRjSUDJNcPbGDJaqF09KA-qqa0rn0xmecwNN-WfUulp_LWqFDEjQ0PSpk-x10oUNL8KrSU3ORo=&c=&ch=
https://soundcloud.com/900amwurd/mojo-2216-marcela-howell?utm_source=soundcloud&utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=facebook
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYhyqCNSq0bD0zptzHE6WrTNUbEnUHOSKnDJ3xof5FxMxohdpDkxvyv7ZWRsO23KXpfXbnsp0kVkHHB7n8oCakKg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYpi-kicDWpGv7GD9CFpFZR9hXkTFtSojF3lAXf1oK4sE_lU34YhBy6qS_WfRR0unPqGBLFUS8PpwOwa9x8-Tyw8=&c=&ch=

March 2 rally on the steps of the Supreme Court.

RALLY AT THE SUPREME COURT
TO PROTECT ABORTION ACCESS

Join us to #StopTheSham To RSVP for this event, click here.
March 2, 2016, 8 AM-12 PM

U.S. Supreme Court
Washington, D.C.

ProtectAbortionAccess.org

SPARK Reproductive Justice Now! is accepting
registrations for the Spring 2016 SPARK
X Organizing Intensive (SQI), taking place February

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE NOW 11-13in Atlanta.

SPARK Reproductive Justice Now! will also host
the 9th annual Georgia Leqislate THIS! day of
action on February 18th.

To learn more about these events and how you
can getinvolved, click here.

Black Women for Wellness will host a Twitter chat
BI'HEWKE‘IA_’H{%Q on February 18 to talk about all things Black
beauty #Blkbeautychat.

Click here to RSVP for this event.

Visit our Website

Website About Ourlssues Getlnvolved Resources Contact
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYkbW9gtGjO636xQvlk0wQPnVhXD7BAFitO6AJtKoMcd1N0dl4n5XoPOGmDVMZW_vwj05z-pfvQmpyLScuYjbWFEHthw1RC2U2jPbIbkhMLXr&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NICObn3gf76D9Qx2fEAINqZKRfH0UjsnuRfk0MjjSjJyXpNiPZNhYuO4AcNTMYnJ1wpB4XgCsyh4jsqiYrMbyRRS9HLciOgJInsb1VngylcR6YmU19zisHD3Jaku77w0ZzixJl1I2fyq8fdw5O1IWA==&c=&ch=
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