The State of Black Women & Reproductive Fustice

LOUISIANA

ouisiana has a population of
4.65 million people, making it
the 25th most populous state
in the U.S.*2

One-third of the population (33%) is
Black (approximately 1.5 million individ-
uals), compared to 13% of the national
population.

58.1% of the population is white; 5.5% is
Hispanic; 1.6% are two or more races;
1.8% is Asian; and .7% is American Indian
or Alaska Native.®

Legislative Profile*

John Bel Edwards (D) opposes repro-
ductive autonomy.

The Louisiana House and Senate oppose
reproductive autonomy.

Policy Profile

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE?®®

The uninsured rate for Black people
in Louisiana is 9.4%, compared to the
national average uninsured rate of 11.4%.

Louisiana adopted Medicaid expansion
and, as a result:

» 1,892,195 people are covered by
Medicaid and the Children’s Health
Insurance Plan (CHIP). This is an
increase of 85% people newly covered
with insurance since 2013.

» There has a been a 50% reduction in
the rate of insurance in the state.

HEALTH IMPACT FROM
COVID-197

¢ Black people make up 32% percent of

the population in Louisiana and 38% of
COVID-related deaths. Whites are 62%
of the population and 58% of deaths.
Hispanics comprise 5% of the population
and 3% of deaths.

e Almost one-third (31%) of the Black pop-

ulation has been vaccinated, compared
to 58% of the white population, and 7% of
Hispanic population.

ACCESS TO ABORTION CARE2°"°

¢ Louisiana was one of 13 U.S. states with

a “trigger law,” meaning legislation was
already in place that, with the fall of Roe
v. Wade, instantly made abortion illegal
throughout the state.”

e State constitution explicitly excludes

abortion rights.

The use of telemedicine to administer
medication abortion is prohibited.
Medication abortion must be provided
in-person because the state bans the use
of telehealth or mailing pills or requires
an in-person visit.

Public funding is available for abortion
only in cases of life endangerment, rape,
or incest.

State Medicaid coverage of abortion
care is banned except in very limited
circumstances.

FAMILY PLANNING
SERVICES'" 213

¢ The state’s ban on public funding
(including Title X funding) for abortion
care providers and facilities that are
affiliated with abortion care providers is
currently enjoined.

¢ The parent of a minor must consent
before an abortion is provided.

SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION' '*

Louisiana does not require sexual health
education or HIV/AIDS prevention edu-
cation in any grade level; this content is

allowed to be taught only in grades 7-12.

When taught, educational content must
stress abstinence-only-until-marriage.

School boards decide if other topics will
be included during sexual health educa-
tion courses.

Systemic Disparities

STD/STIS, INCLUDING HIV/AIDS'¢

Black women are 10.7 times more likely
to be diagnosed with HIV and to die
from AIDS then white women in Louisi-
ana are.

Black women were diagnosed with 73%
of Louisiana’s 5,843 cases of gonorrhea;
white women and Hispanic women
received 27% and 2% of diagnoses,
respectively.

Louisiana has the 12th-highest Syph-
ilis rate in the nation. Pregnant Black
women were diagnosed with 65% of
Louisiana’s Congenital Syphilis cases;
white women received 29% of diagnosis,
Hispanic women 6%.

Louisiana has the 12th-highest Syphilis rate
in the nation. Pregnant Black women were

diagnosed with 65% of Louisiana’s Congenital

Syphilis cases; white women received 29% of
diagnosis, Hispanic women 6%.



LOUISIANA’S WAGE GAP
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BLACK WOMEN MAKE 49 CENTS
FOR EVERY $1.00 A WHITE MAN MAKES,

AWAGE GAP OF 51 CENTS,
WHICH IS THE LARGEST GAP

IN THE COUNTRY.

BLACK WOMEN’S LIFETIME LOSSES
DUE TO LOUISIANA'S WAGE GAP ARE

$1,225,320

A BLACK WOMAN’S
CAREER EARNINGS

CATCH UP TO A WHITE MAN’S AT

AGE 102.

Source: National Women’s Law Center (NWLC),
Lifetime Wage Gap Losses for Black Women: 2020
State Rankings, Washington, DC: NWLC, 2021.

REPRODUCTIVE CANCER"

e In Louisiana, the age adjusted rate of
new breast cancer cases is 128.6 cancers
for every 100,000 women.

» The rate for Black women is
133.2/100,000 compared to 129.5 and
75.7 for white and Hispanic women,
respectively.

» The breast cancer mortality rate for
Black women is 29.4 deaths for every
100,000 women, compared to 19 for
white women and 17.4 for Hispanic
women.

¢ The rate of cervical cancer cases is 9
cancers for every 100,000 Louisiana
women.

» The rate for Black women is
10.1/100,000, compared to 7.8 for
white women (there are no data on
Hispanic women).

MATERNAL AND INFANT
MORTALITY"2'°

e The mortality rate for Black infants is
more than double that of white infants:
11.3 deaths per 1000 live births, versus
5.8, respectively.

¢ Black women are more than twice as
likely to die (2.5 times) as white mothers
of pregnancy-related causes. The majori-
ty (80%) of pregnancy-related deaths are
potentially preventable.

LGBTQIA+ LIBERATION?20 21 2223

¢ Louisiana still has anti-sodomy and HIV/
AIDS criminalization laws on the books.

e State law restricts inclusion of
LGBTQIA+ topics in schools.

¢ Louisiana does not offer the ability for
same-sex couples to list their gender on
birth certificates (the only options are
either “mother” or “father”).

e Gestational surrogacy is legal only for
Louisiana residents who use their own
gametes (i.e., egg and sperm) same-sex
couples; single people; and heterosexual
couples who require an egg or sperm
donor are not able to sign a surrogacy
contract in Louisiana.

DISABILITY JUSTICE

e 15% of Louisianians have a disability,
compared to a national average of 12.5%.
Of those, 63.4% are white, 32.8% are
Black, and 3% are Hispanic.

e State law prohibits employment dis-
crimination against people with disabil-
ities for employers with more than 19
employees.

e Fair housing laws protect those who
have disabilities from unfair treatment
with respect to buying or renting
housing.*

ECONOMIC JUSTICE?24 25 26 27 28

e Louisiana ranks last in the nation for
Black woman’s wage equality; Black
women are paid, on average, less than
half of what white men are: 49 cents for
every S1.

e Over a 40-year career, this wage gap will
cost a Black woman $1,225,320, com-
pared to a white man’s earnings.

e More than one-quarter of Black and His-
panic Louisianans live in poverty (29.4%
and 25.3%, respectively), compared to
just 12.7% of white people.

e The unemployment rate for Black wom-
en is twice that of white women (7.4%
and 3.6%, respectively).

e Almost one-fifth (19.3%) of Black women
in Louisiana lack a high school diploma,
compared to 11% of white women; 17% of
Black women have earned a college de-
gree, compared to 27% of white women.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE?® 3031

e Louisiana has the highest per capita
incarceration rate in the United States,
and the highest number of people sen-
tenced to life without parole. It also has
the highest in-custody death rate in the
country.

Black people in Louisiana are 4 times
more likely to be incarcerated than
whites. Black juveniles are 4.7 times
more likely to be in custody than white
juveniles.

Almost two-thirds (62%) of those who
have been felony disenfranchised are
Black.

Restraints are prohibited from being
used in women in labor and delivery
unless a physician orders them for
therapeutic needs (e.g., psychiatric

or medical) or if the pregnant person
poses a flight risk. Use of restraints on
pregnant people is limited in the 2nd and
3rd trimesters.



VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMENS32 33 34 35

e Louisiana ranked fifth in the nation in
the rate of women being murdered by
men.

e The state’s rate of women being mur-
dered by men is 77% higher than the
national average: 2.26 homicides per
100,000 women in Louisiana.

Over one-third (35.9%) of Louisiana
women have experienced physical and/
or sexual abuse by an intimate partner.

More than half of women murdered in
Louisiana were Killed by a partner or
ex-partner.

Endnotes

1. World Population Review, Louisiana Population,
2021. https://worldpopulationreview.com/states/louisi-
ana-population

2. United States Census Bureau, QuickFacts Louisiana,
2021. https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?q=Louisi-
ana%20Populations%20and%20People

3. U.S. Census Bureau Quick Facts: https://
www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/LA/
POP010220#POP010220

4. NARAL Pro-Choice America, State Laws: Louisiana,
2021. https://www.prochoiceamerica.org/state-law/
louisiana/

5. Healthinsurance.org, Louisiana Medicaid, 2021..
https://www.healthinsurance.org/medicaid/louisiana/

6. Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), Uninsured Rates
for the Nonelderly by Race/Ethnicity, 2021. http://kff.org/
uninsured/state-indicator/rate-by-raceethnicity /?cur-
rentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colld%22:%22Loca-
tion%22,%22s0rt%22:%22asc%22%7D.

7. Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), Latest Data on
COVID-19 Vaccinations by Race and Ethnicity, 2021.
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/
latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-race-ethnicity/

8. Guttmacher Institute, State Facts About Abortion:
Louisiana, 2021. https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-
sheet/state-facts-about-abortion-louisiana

9. Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR), What if Roe
Fell?, 2021. https://maps.reproductiverights.org/what-if-
roe-fell?state=LA

10. Guttmacher Institute, US Abortion Policies and
Access After Roe: https://states.guttmacher.org/policies/
louisiana/abortion-policies

11. Guttmacher Institute, State Laws and Policies:
Medicaid Family Planning Eligibility Expansions, 2021.
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/med-
icaid-family-planning-eligibility-expansions

12. Sex, etc., Sex in the States: Louisiana, 2021. https://
sexetc.org/states/louisiana/

BLACK PEOPLE IN LOUISIANA ARE
4 TIMES MORE LIKELY

TO BE INCARCERATED THAN WHITES.

BLACK JUVENILES ARE
4.7 TIMES MORE LIKELY

TO BE IN CUSTODY THAN WHITE JUVENILES.

13. Guttmacher Institute, State Facts About Abortion:
Louisiana: https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/
state-facts-about-abortion-louisiana

14. Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHI), et al.,
Sexual Health Education in Louisiana, no date. https://
Iphi.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/SHC_Sex-Educa-
tion-in-LA_Law-13004.pdf

15. Guttmacher Institute, State Laws and Policies: Sex
and HIV Education, 2021. https://www.guttmacher.org/
state-policy/explore/sex-and-hiv-education

16. Louisiana Department of Health, STD/HIV/Hepati-
tis Program Regional Profile: https://ldh.la.gov/assets/
oph/HIVSTD/2021-profiles/Louisiana-Annual-Pro-
file-2021.pdfl

17. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
Atlas Plus, 2021. https://gis.cdc.gov/Cancer/USCS/
DataViz.html

18. Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), Infant Mortality
Rate by Race/Ethnicity, 2021. https://www.kff.org/
other/state-indicator/infant-mortality-rate-by-race-eth-
nicity/?dataView=0&currentTimeframe=0&selected-
Distributions=white-black-or-african-american-his-
panic&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22lou-
isiana%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sort-
Model=%7B%22colld%22:%22Location%22,%22s0r t%22:%-
22desc%22%7D

19. Louisiana Department of Health, Louisiana Pregnan-
cy-Related Mortality Review, 2020. https://1dh.la.gov/
assets/oph/Center-PHCH/Center-PH/maternal /2017_
PAMR_Report_FINAL.pdf

20. Human Rights Campaign (HRC), State Scorecards:
Louisiana, 2021. https://www.hrc.org/resources/
state-scorecards/louisiana

21. ADA Participation Action Coalition (ADA-PARC),
Community and Work Disparities, no date. https://
www.centerondisability.org/ada_parc/utils/counties.
php?state=LA&table=48&colour=0&palette=3

22. Louisiana Law.Help, Employment Rights of the
Disabled (FAQs), 2021. https://louisianalawhelp.org/
resource/employment-rights-of-the-disabled

23. Louisiana Law.Help, Employment Rights of the
Disabled (FAQs), 2021. https://louisianalawhelp.org/
resource/employment-rights-of-the-disabled

24. National Women’s Law Center (NWLC), Wage Gap
for Black Women State Rankings: 2021, 2021.

25. National Women’s Law Center (NWLC), The Wage
Gap for Black Women: Working Longer and Making Less,
2019. https://nwlc.org/press-releases/the-wage-gap-
costs-black-women-a-staggering-946120-over-a-40-year-
career-nwlc-new-analysis-shows/

26. Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), Poverty Rate

by Race/Ethnicity, 2021. https://www.kff.org/other/
state-indicator/poverty-rate-by-raceethnicity/?current-
Timeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colld%22:%22Loca-
tion%22,%22s0rt%22:%22asc%22%7D

27. Statistical Atlas, Employment Status in Louisiana,
2021. https://statisticalatlas.com/state/Louisiana/Em-
ployment-Status

28. Statistical Atlas, Educational Attainment in Louisi-
ana, 2021. https://statisticalatlas.com/state/Louisiana/
Educational-Attainment

29. Press E, “American Chronicles: Dying Behind Bars,”
The New Yorker, August 23 2021, pages 16-22.

30. The Sentencing Project, State by State Data, 2020.
https://www.sentencingproject.org/the-facts/#map?-
dataset-option=SIR

31. Lift Louisiana, Safe Pregnancy for Incarcerated Wom-
en, no date. https://liftlouisiana.org/content/safe-preg-
nancy-incarcerated-women#:~:text=Louisiana%20has%20
the%20highest%20incarceration, &text=pregnant%20
women%20and%20childbirth%20among%20female%20
inmates.&text=Shackling%20pregnant%20women%20
has%20been%20widely%20recognized%20as%20a%20
cruel%20and%20inhumane

32. Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(LCADV), Louisiana Female Homicide Rate Remains
Higher than Average, 2020. https://Icadv.org/louisi-
ana-female-homicide-rate-remains-higher-than-average/

33. Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(LCADV), Louisiana Female Homicide Rate Remains
Higher than Average, 2020. https://Icadv.org/louisi-
ana-female-homicide-rate-remains-higher-than-average/

34. National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(NCADV), Domestic Violence in Louisiana, 2016.

35. National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(NCADV), Domestic Violence in Louisiana, 2016.



We are a national partnership focused on lifting up the voices of Black
women leaders at the national, regional, and state level in our ongoing

policy fight to secure Reproductive Justice for all women and girls.
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Because the Reproductive Justice framework encompasses bodily integrity and autonomy, our use of the term “women” includes cis, femmes,
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